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[Notice  1975-96,  AOB  1975-119— AOR 
1975-120— AOB  1975-121] 

ADVISORY  OPINION  REQUESTS 

In  accordance  with  the  procedures  set 
forth  in  the  Commission’s  Notice  1975-4, 
published  on  June  24, 1975  (40  FR  26660) , 
Advisory  Opinion  Requests  1975-119 
through  197^121  are  published  today. 

Interested  persons  wishing  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  subject  matter  of  any  Ad¬ 
visory  Opinion  Request  may  submit  writ¬ 
ten  views  with  respect  to  such  requests 
on  or  before  January  2,  1976.  Such  sub¬ 
mission  should  be  sent  to  the  Federal 
Election  Commission,  Office  of  General 
Counsel,  Advisory  Opinion  Section,  1325 
K  Street,  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20463. 
Persons  requiring  additional  time  in 
which  to  respond  to  any  Advisory  Opin¬ 
ion  Request  will  normally  be  granted 
such  time  upon  written  request  to  the 
Commission.  All  timely  comments  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Commission  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Commission  before  it 
Issues  an  advisory  opinion.  The  CTommis- 
sion  recommends  that  comments  on 
pending  Advisory  Opinion  Requests  refer 
to  specific  AOR  nmnber  of  the  Request 
commented  upon,  and  that  statutory 
references  be  to  the  United  States  Code 
citations,  rather  than  to  the  Pub.  L. 
Citations. 

AOB  1975-119:  Payment  of  Honorarium  by 

COBPCHUTION  TO  FEDERAL  CANDIDATB  AP¬ 
PEARING  OuTsiDB  Electorate  (Bequest 
Edited  by  Commission) 

Sirs:  We  would  apprectete  an  advisory 
opinion  on  the  foUowlng  situation  regarding 
(18X713.0.616)  *  •  *  concerning  honOTariums. 

A  SenatcHT.  who  is  a  candidate  in  1976,  has 
been  invited  to  address  a  private  luncheon 
meeting  of  aj^roximately  100  executives  who 
work  St  the  corpOTate  headquarters  of  an  in¬ 
ternational  business  organization.  While  the 
headquarters  is  not  located  in  the  Senator’s 
home  state,  it  is  anticipated  that  approxi¬ 
mately  20  executives  attending  reside  in  the 
Senator’s  home  state. 

The  corporation  extended  the  invitation  to 
the  Senator  in  order  to  get  his  views  on  a 
number  of  issues  before  the  Senate  that 
wiU  Impact  the  economy  generally,  and  the 
business  community  qieclficaUy. 

Can  the  Senator  accept  an  honorarium? 
Will  such  honorarium  be  considered  a  cam¬ 
paign  contribution  and  charged  against  his 
limitations  under  the  provisions  of  section 
60e(c),  1(C)? 

/S/  J.  Bennett  Johnston. 
Ted  Stevens. 

Source:  Democratic  SenatOTial  Can^aign 
Committee.  J.  Bennett  Johnston.  Chairman. 
Senate  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.C. 
20510  (November  21, 1975). 

National  RepubUcan  Senatorial  Committee, 
Ted  Stevens,  Chairman,  Senate  Office  Build¬ 
ing,  Washington,  D.C.  20510  (November  21. 
1975). 

AOR  1975-120:  Refund  of  CoNTRiBunoN  By 
A  State  Party  Subcommittee  (Request 
Edited  by  the  Commission) 

(Commissioners)  ;  (This  is  a  request  for 
an  advis(H7  opinion  on  the  foUowing  matter) . 
*  *  *  The  Clifford  Allen  for  Congress  Cmn- 
mittee  received  a  check  in  the  amount  of 
Two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($2AOO) 
from  the  Tennessee  Democratic  Party  Tele¬ 
thon  Committee.  •  *  * 


The  Chairman  of  the  Tennessee  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Democratic  Party  had  stated  to  the 
Clifford  Allen  Ck>mmlttee  that  the  check  was 
from  the  Tennessee  Democratic  Party.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  our  staff  failed  to  recognize  that  the 
check  was  drawn  on  a  account  labeled  Ten¬ 
nessee  Democratic  Party  Telethon  Commit¬ 
tee  •  •  •  (a  committee)  *  *  •  registered  with 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives 
in  July  1975. 

In  order  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of 
impropriety  we  have  refunded  One  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  ($1,500)  Dollars  to  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Democratic  Party  Telethon  Commit¬ 
tee  while  we  await  your  advisory  opinion 
•  •  •  concerning  this  matter.  Our  questions 
are  (1)  does  a  subcommittee  of  a  State  Com¬ 
mittee  of  a  political  party  come  within  the 
exception  in  section  608(f)(1);  (2)  is  our 
committee  required  by  law  to  refund  any 
portion  of  this  check  to  the  Tennessee  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  Telethon  Committee;  (3)  if  a 
refund  is  required,  what  amount  must  be 
reftmded;  (4)  may  a  portion  of  the  check  be 
allocated  for  the  primary  election  and 
another  portion  sdlocated  for  the  general 
election?  *  •  • 

•  •  •  »  • 

/S/  Joe  Hamner. 

Source:  Clifford  Allen  Fce  Congress,  Joe 
Hamner,  Chairman,  212  25th  Avenue,  North, 
Parkview  Towers.  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
(November  24, 1975) . 

AOR  1975-121:  State  Political  Committee’s 
Financial  Organization  (Request  Edited 
BY  THE  Commission) 

Sirs:  *  *  •  [T]he  Indiana  Democratic 
State  Central  Oommlttee  respectfully  re¬ 
quests  an  Advisory  Opinion  from  the  Federal 
Election  Commission  with  respect  to  *  *  * 
its  financing  plans.  •  •  •  {T]be  Indiana 
Democratic  State  Central  Oomimlttee  is  in  the 
process  of  restructuring  its  flnmuHiu  af¬ 
fairs.  •  •  •  This  restructing  will  result  In 
the  State  Committee  operating  three 
aocovmts:  •  •  • 

I.  State  Committee  General  Account.  •  •  • 
This  is  the  account  of  reo(«d  for  the  State 
Committee.  The  elected  chairman  of  the 
State  CkNnmlttee  and  the  elected  Trefuurer 
of  Uie  State  Ckunmlttee  will  swve  as  officers 
of  the  Account.  The  Account  will  not  register 
with  the  Federal  Election  Commission  nor 
will  it  file  reports  with  the  CkHnmlssion.  •  •  • 
The  Account  will  be  the  depository  fOT  all 
general  receipts  of  the  State  Oommlttee  *  *  *. 
Neither  corporate  nor  unltm  ocmtrlbutions 
will  be  st^cited  toe  this  fimd  but,  since  cor¬ 
porate  and  unl<m  cimtributions  to  state  cmd 
local  candidates  and  committees  are  per¬ 
mitted  under  IndUma  law.  •  •  •  funds 
transferred  to  the  Account  from  local  com¬ 
mittees  or  candidates  may  Include  some  cor¬ 
porate  or  unl<m  donations.  •  •  •  The  Ac¬ 
count  will  be  used  to  meet  the  ordinary  and 
necessary  operating  expenses  of  the  State 
Ckimmittee  and  used  to  support  Draaocratlc 
candidates.  However,  no  m<mey  from  the 
account  will  be  contributed  to,  transferred 
to  or  ^nt  on  behalf  of  any  candidate  for 
Federal  office  or  [to]  the  Congressional  Vic¬ 
tory  Fund. 

n.  State  Committee  Development  Fund. 
*  *  *  The  1974  Indiana  General  Assem¬ 
bly  •  •  •  removed  Indiana’s  ban  on  cmpo- 
rate  and  union  piditical  contributions.  •  •  • 
The  Development  Fund  is  designed  to  be  the 
depository  for  such  contributimis.  •  •  •  The 
Development  Fund  will  not  register  with  the 
Federal  Election  Commission  ncH-  will  it  file 
reports  with  the  Commission.  •  •  • 

(The  Development  Fund  will  make  ex¬ 
penditures  similar  in  purpose  to  disburse¬ 
ments  from  the  General  Account]  *  •  • 
[N]o  money  frmn  the  Development  Fund  will 
be  contributed  to,  transferred  to  or  spent  on 


behalf  of  any  candidate  for  Federal  office  or 
to  the  Congressional  Victory  Fund. 

•  •  •  The  Development  Fund  will  pub¬ 
lish  a  periodic  newsletter  designed  to  Inform 
contributors  to  the  Development  Fund  and 
others  with  a  close  affinity  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  *  *  •  Mention  may  be  made  in  the 
newsletter  of  candidates  for  Federal  of¬ 
fice.  *  *  *  In  addition,  the  newsletter  may 
be  used  to  solicit  contributions  but  no  con¬ 
tributions  will  be  solicited  in  the  newsletter 
for  any  candidate  for  Federal  office  or  for  the 
Congressional  Victory  Fund. 

in.  Indiana  Democratic  State  Central 
Committee  Congressional  Victory  Fund. 

*  •  *  The  Indiana  Democratic  State  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  will  establish  a  separate 
Federal  campaign  committee  which  will 
designate  a  segregated  Federal  campaign  ac¬ 
count  in  either  a  state  or  national  bank. 
The  account  will  not  receive  contributions 
other  than  contributions  earmarked  for  the 
Fund  and  any  contribution  or  expendltmre 
from  the  Fund  will  be  made  excluslTely  to 
oe  for  a  candidate  or  candidates  tor  Federal 
office.  This  Fund  will  not  receive  transfers 
from  any  account  established  by  the  State 
Ccmimlttee  or  any  subordinate  committee  of 
the  State  Committee  unless  they  are  Federal 
campaign  committees.  •  •  •  The  Fund  will 
have  a  chairman  and  treasurer.  •  •  •  The 
Fund  will  file  a  Statement  of  Organization 
with  the  Commission  and  wlU  file  rqxirts 
and  statements  of  contributions  received  and 
expenditures  made.  •  •  • 

*  *  *  It  Is  anticipated  that  Democratic 
candidates  for  Congress  in  infHan^  will  play 
an  active  role  In  soliciting  oontrtbntlons  for 
the  Congressional  Victory  Fond.  Such 
solicitations  shall  clearly  Identify  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  such  oontrlbutima  so  that  earmark¬ 
ing  of  contributions  to  ^lecific  candidates 
does  not  occur.  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ■The  Fund  will  advise: 

(1)  All  individual  contrtbutors  that  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  Fund  are  Included  in  the 
$25,000  aggregate  [calendar  year]  limit  (18 
UB.C.  608(b)(3)): 

(2)  All  contributors  that  the  Fund  will 
not  accept  earmarked  contrlbutlona  for 
specific  candidates  for  Federal  office.  •  •  • 

*  •  *  •  • 

The  Fund  will  make  every  effort  to  ex¬ 
pand  $10,000  on  behalf  of  each  Tn<n^nit 
Democratlo  Congressional  candidate  In  the 
general  election,  •  •  •  adjusted  by  any  in¬ 
crease  in  the  “oost-of-Uvlng".  •  •  • 

The  State  OcHnmlttee  may  delegate  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  expenditure  of  some  or  all  of 
these  sums  on  candidate’s  behalf  to  sub¬ 
ordinate  committees  of  the  state  c<xnmittee. 

*  *  *  Should  the  Fimd  receive  insufficient 
contributions  to  permit  expenditures  on  be¬ 
half  of  candidates  at  the  mayimiim  level 
permitted  by  law  (18  UJ5.0.  60e(f)  (8)  (B) ), 
or  should,  for  any  reason,  the  Fund  not  ex¬ 
pend  the  maximum  amoimt  on  behalf  of  any 
candidate  (resulting  in  a  surplus  of  funds) , 
the  Indiana  Democratic  State  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  will  determine  the  allocation  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  such  funds.  •  •  •  The  Fund 
may,  in  certain  circumstances,  make  direct 
contributions  to  a  candidate.  •  *  • 

Signed  Bill  K.  ’Trisler. 

Source:  Indiana  Democratic  State  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee,  Bill  K.  Trisler,  Chairman, 
311  West  Washingt<m  Street,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana  46204  (November  24,  1975). 

Dated;  December  12, 1975. 

VsBNON  W.  Thomson, 
Commissioner  for  the 
Federal  Election  Commission. 

(PR  Doc.75-34467  Piled  12-19-75:8:45  am] 
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